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cases of shell-shock. Being bombed or bombarded at long
range Is horrible, for one has no chance of hitting back,
but even so a city continues Its normal life under constant
air-raids.

No one, however, gets accustomed to being killed or to
going hungry; and air-power Is especially effective in dis-
organizing the supply services, whether of a city or of an
army. On the Ebro the Republicans were dislodged by
the consummate skill with which General Franco and his
Generals concentrated fire-power on a narrow sector and
pierced it, thus turning the enemy's flank. There was
severe hand-to-hand fighting, but only at the vital points.
Once a break-through had occurred the Republicans were
compelled to retreat, and were not sufficiently disciplined
to keep their cohesion. In the north, on the contrary,
there was practically no hand-to-hand fighting. Both sides
were brave, or rather both the Nationalists and the Basque
Separatists were, but owing to intensive fire-preparation
the Basques were nearly always driven out of their posi-
tions before the Nationalists advanced, especially in the
Iron Belt, whose concrete lining made it a death-trap when
hit by high explosive.

At Brunete, which I visited a few days after the battle,
the ruins of the village were still strewn with the dis-
carded harness of war, including many Russian bayonets
and French carbines, and piles of Czech ammunition.
There were 45 prisoners in a house nearby, of whom 30
were French and 5 Czech. I saw also some British
prisoners. (One of them said; " My name is Levi. I'm
a Canadian!") On my return to Salamanca I met a
French representative of Le Journal, who told me that
15,000 Frenchmen had already fallen In the Communist
cause. So far no official figures have been published of
foreign Intervention, but there Is no reason whatever to
suppose that there have been more Germans and Italians